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Having recently purchased a Babylock Embeliisher, with 12 needles, I’ve been having way too 
much fun “embellishing” things.  Then looking for a fun cell phone case I decided to come up 
with my own.   
 
This is also a “thank you” to those of you who get my eNewsletter and support the 
meanderings of Patti Medaris Culea Designs.   You will find this an easy project, and quick, 
depending on how much embellishing you do.   
 



If you don’t have an embellishing machine (it has felting needles), or an attachment for your 
machine you can use hand felting needles.  Or, you can simply free motion machine stitch your 
designs onto the fabric you’ve chosen for your case. 
 
Supplies: 
15-inch by 3 ½-inch piece of felt 
Small piece of flesh colored cotton backed with Wonder Under, Bondaweb, Vliesofix, or similar 
double sided bonding sheets.  Do not use Steam a Seam or Heat n Bond.  These two are 
sticky and gum up the machine needles, plus they leave the finished product stiff. 
Face rubber stamp – Sample used Queen Jorinda by Patti 
Ink based stamp pad in brown – Sample used Tsukineko’s Versafine 
Wool or silk roving 
Wool or silk yarn 
Silk waste 
Decorative machine threads, metallic and variegated 
3 colors size 11 seed beads 
Accent beads  
Beading thread in size D 
Beading needle in size 10 
*Artgirlz crown 
Colored pencils – brown, white, two colors for lips, two colors for eyes – Prismacolor, Derwent 
Coloursoft,  Lyra Rembrandt Polycolor,  Caran d’Ache  Luminance are all excellent 
Detailing pens in nib size .005 in brown, red, black – Prismacolor Fine Line Markers, Micron 
Pigma, Zig Millennium, Copic Multiliners are all good choices 
White gel pen – Pentel Milky, Uniball Signa, Inkssentials work beautifully on fabric 
Embellishing machine or attachment, or hand-held felting needle 
Regular sewing machine with a free motion or darning foot inserted 
 
Instructions: 
1.  Collect the face fabric that has been backed 
with the bonding sheet, face stamp, ink pad.  The 
photo shows the beginnings of Queen Jorinda’s 
embellishments.  I wanted you to see the type of 
stamp pad I like using.  Any ink based rubber 
stamp will work.  I find that Tsukineko’s Versafine 
gives a clean, crisp stamped image. 
 
1.  Ink the rubber stamp and press it onto the 
fabric chosen for the face. 

Iron to set the ink. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2.  Collect the colored pencils and detailing 
pens.  Start out with the browns, a white and a 
color for the cheeks.  Using a brown (the sample 
used Sienna Brown), shade in around the 
crease of the eyelids, down the sides of the 
nose, around the ball of the nose, around the 
chin under her lower lip, down the side of the 
neck that is on the shaded side of the body, 
emphasize the cleavage and collar bones, and 
also the temple area of the forehead. 
With the white lighten the areas that the light hits 
– forehead, eyebrow bone area, cheekbones, 
center of chin, neck on the light side, collar 
bones and full part of breasts.   

Next blush the cheeks with a red, or color of choice. 
 
 

3.  Wrap a scrap of fabric around your finger and 
blend all the colors.  You’ll see a lot of the color 
coming off onto the fabric scrap.  Not to worry.  If 
you need more color you can add more later. 
You can see how dark I had colored in the photo 
above.  Once blended the colors fade. 
 
Fill in the lips with a color of choice.  I used 
Carmine Red, which I had used to blush the 
cheeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Darken the upper lip with a darker red.  I used Crimson Lake.  Darken a bit of the lower lip, 
too. 
Choose colors for the eyes.  You’ll need 
two shades – a light and a dark.  I used 
Neon Green for the lighter color and 
Grass Green for the darker shade. 
Fill in the iris’ with the lighter color first.  
With the darker color darken the side of 
each eye that is in the shade. 
I also outlined the upper lid a bit with the 
darker green.  Later I may add eye 
shadow.   I generally don’t do too much 
with the face until the piece is finished.  If 
the face seems a bit faded after all is 
finished I may add more color. 



 
 

5.  Detailing is next.  You’ll 
need the detailing pens and 
white gel pen. 
ecause of all the coloring 
some of the details have 
disappeared.  Outline all 
features with a brown pen.  Go 
over the eyelashes with the 
brown pen.  Also, the 
eyebrows. 
With a different color outline 
the iris’.  I did use brown 
because of her green eyes.  
Blacken the pupils with the 
black pen.   
Outline the lips with a red pen.  

With the red pen place a dot of red on the inside corner of each eye.  This represents the tear 
duct. 
Using the white gel pen whiten the whites of the eyes and place a highlight dot in each pupil on 
the light side.  Place a small amount of white on the lower lip. 
The fabric will absorb the gel pen.  You’ll have to go over the white areas a couple more times. 
The face is now ready to be placed on the felt.  We’ll be ironing the face to the felt, which will 
heat set all of the coloring and detailing. 
 
6.  Cut out the head, including the bust.  Place 
this onto the felt piece.  Iron in place.  Collect 
the wool, yarn, etc., you’ve chosen for the hair 
and embellishing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
7.  Using either your embellishing machine, attachment, or hand felting needles felt the hair in 
place.  Also, add some of the wool/mohair/silk roving and/or yarn for her clothing.  I also ran 
some of the yarn up and down the whole felt piece for added interest.  On the sample I used 
wool roving first, then added some silk 
waste (sometimes referred to as throwsters 
waste).  Silk waste is crinkled which makes 
her hair look like she’s got natural curl. 
 
As you felt/embellish try to keep away from 
the face and bust.  I have the 12 needle 
Babylock Embellisher and it is sometimes 
hard to keep the needles away from these 
areas.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.  After the felting/embellishing is 
finished anchor all of this with decorative 
sewing machine thread.  Place these in 
both the upper threader and bobbin.  I 
like using metallic thread in my bobbin.  
After I’ve done the right side I’ll flip the 
piece over and add some metallic 
threads.  This adds sparkle to the piece. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  With wrong sides together fold the 
lower part of piece up 5 ½-inches.  

Machine sew down each side to secure.  To embellish add beads to each side.  At the bottom 
add some beaded fringe.  You can use kinky or straight fringe.  Or, a combination of both.  
This is where the accent beads are used. 
 
 
 
 



10.  The flap is where our lady resides.  Add some beads to her hair and a crown, or hat.  I 
used one of the ArtGirlz crowns since I used my Queen Jorinda rubber stamp.  Add beads to 
her neckline, too.   
For the strap I strung on enough beads to loop it over my arm.  I prefer a shoulder strap, but 
I’ve learned this isn’t healthy for my cell phone.  Long story. 
On each side securing the strap I added some more straight fringe.   
 
You now have a fun, quick and easy project to give as gifts, sell (I’d buy one), or keep for 
yourself.  If you are selling them I’d say $27.50 to $34.50 would be a fair price.  It depends on 
the felt you used and the embellishments.   
 
Have fun and send me pictures! 
 
Patti Medaris Culea 
patti@pmcdesigns.com 
www.PMCDesigns.com 
//pattimedarisculea.typepad.com 
 
Resources: 
Art supplies    www.dickblick.com 
Charms    www.artgirlz.com 
Beads     www.caravanbeads.com 
     www.firemountaingems.com 
Rubber stamps    www.PMCDesigns.com 
Stamp pads    your local Michaels, stamping stores, etc. 
Fabrics & bonding sheets  your local quilt shops 
 
 


